
BUS DEPOT2 2

SOUND EFFECTS IN THIS SCENE ARE
REQUIRED TO SUGGEST THAT THE
CHARACTERS ARE OUTSIDE.  TRAFFIC
GOING PAST, FOOTSTEPS ETC.

NARRATOR: It's early morning at the depot of Roaches Coaches. 
Office Manager Carol Jackson, is arriving at work
unusually early.  Long-serving driver, Jimmy Gibson, is
enjoying a morning pipe, having recently evacuated his
lungs of his overnight phlegm.  He has just finished
eating his breakfast pie.  Being a Monday, it was
mutton.

CAROL: (SPEAKING ON PHONE) Aye I know.  They were sold
out though - total waste of time getting up so early. 
You could have come in with me after all. (PAUSE)
Och no, don't worry.  He hasn't been himself for a few
weeks and he's been a right misery to work for, but
he'll be fine with you..  (PAUSE) Aye, exactly -
anyway, I'd better go.  I'll phone you from my desk
phone - don't want to use up all my minutes.  See you
later, son.

SFX: PHONE BEEP AS CALL IS
TERMINATED.

CAROL: (SHOUTS) Morning Jimmy!

JIMMY: (OFF) Mornin' Carol. Another cold day eh?

CAROL: Aye, it's a frosty one.  Which reminds me, what kind of
mood is HE in today?

JIMMY: (OFF) I'm no' sure. I've just arrived and there's no
signs of life.  Although, his car is here right enough but
the windscreen's frozen.  It looks like it's been here all
night.  Maybe he's been oot on the pull.
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CAROL: Well if he has, it's about time.  I heard the ex-wife had
moved her new man in before Keith had even
discovered microwave meals for one.

JIMMY: (OFF) There's nothing wrong with meals for one.  It's
guys like us that put the I into pie.

CAROL: Well I can't stand here chatting to you, it's freezing.  I'd
better go in and warm up the office.

SFX: KEYS JANGLING, FOLLOWED BY KEY
INSERTED INTO LOCK AND A DOOR
OPENING.

AT THIS POINT, OUTDOOR AMBIENT NOISE
SHOULD STOP, AS THE ACTION IS NOW
INSIDE.

CAROL: (SHOUTING, FRIGHTENED) Oh my God!  Jimmy! 
Jimmy!  Come here, quick!

SFX: SOUND OF SOMEONE BANGING THEIR
HEAD, ONCE, ON A TABLE.

KEITH: (GROGGY) Ugh What?  What's going on?  (PAUSE)
Carol?

WE HEAR FOOTSTEPS AND PANTING,
FAINTLY INITIALLY, THEN GETTING
LOUDER AS JIMMY GETS CLOSER. 
CONTINUE UNTIL JIMMY ARRIVES AND
SPEAKS.

SFX: FOOTSTEPS GETTING LOUDER:
CONTINUE UNTIL JIMMY SPEAKS

CAROL: Oh Keith!  Thank heavens you're all right.  I thought
you'd done yourself in there!
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JIMMY: (PANTING) What is it?  Jesus, that's the most I've
ever ran since I was a boy.

CAROL: I thought Keith had killed himself!

JIMMY: So, were you shouting me over to tell us we'd a day
off?

CAROL: No!  I...

KEITH: (INTERRUPTING) Carol, why would you think I'd killed
myself?

CAROL: Well, I saw the knife and then you lying there with
blood all over your shirt.

KEITH: Blood? (BEAT) What?  Oh wait - this red Biro must
have burst in my shirt pocket while I was sleeping.

CAROL: So why the knife?

KEITH: Well, SOMEONE forgot to do the invoices yesterday
despite me asking them.  That same SOMEONE
locked them in the filing cabinet and took the keys
home with her, so I had to open the drawer with the
knife.

CAROL: Who was it?

JIMMY: You, ya numpty.

CAROL: Oh. But why were you lying on the floor?

JIMMY: Oh, come on woman!  Look at the clues!  Why do you
think he's got a pillow under his desk?

CAROL:  I thought that was MY pillow.

JIMMY: What have YOU got a pillow for?
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CAROL: Well the afternoons get a wee bit slow so sometimes I
have a nap.  (PAUSE) Oh wait!  Keith, have you been
sleeping in the office?

KEITH: Well, yes.  I've not really spoken about it but...

JIMMY: I don't need to know your private business boss, plus
I've got some private business of my own.  (POSH
VOICE) Wan is chokin' furra keech.  'Scuse me

SFX: DOOR OPENING AND THEN BEING
CLOSED, FOLLOWED BY THE SOUND OF A
BELT BUCKLE BEING UNDONE AND
TROUSERS DROPPING TO THE FLOOR.

KEITH: Anyway I've been sleeping in the office for the last
fortnight because I couldn't keep up the rental on the
flat because all my money is going to my useless
lawyer and my cheating, lying, soon-to-be ex-wife.

CAROL: Oh Keith, that's awful.  You should have told me.  You
know I wouldn't just let you sleep on the office floor! 
We've got a camp bed in the spare room.

KEITH: That's really kind of you Carol.

CAROL: No bother.  I'll bring it in for you tomorrow.

KEITH: Hmmm, thanks.  (CLOSE) Look, I'm glad Jimmy took
himself away, because I don't want the drivers
knowing about this.  I don't want them to know how
bad things are.

CAROL: Bad?  What do you mean?

KEITH: It's bad alright.  Everything I've got is tied up in the
business and we're barely keeping our heads above
water.  The wolf's at the door the he's not trying to
book a minibus to take the 3 little pigs to Alton Towers.
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SFX: RUSTLING PAPER

KEITH: (CLOSE) I mean, look at this lot.  Bills, bills, bills.  Fuel
costs are increasing, the buses keep breaking down,
overtime for the drivers -  so if it wasn't for the school
runs, we'd have gone under.  We're going to have to
cut back.  Right back.  (PAUSE) Look at this, for
goodness' sake!

CAROL: What?

KEITH: £360 renewal for subscriptions for Bus & Coach
Monthly.  I thought I told you to cancel that.

CAROL: I thought I did.  Anyway, the drivers like reading that.

KEITH: The only person I've ever seen reading it was Kenny
and he was probably hiding a dirty mag inside it.

SFX: MORE RUSTLING OF PAPER.

KEITH: And what about this?  £500 on toilet paper?

CAROL: Jimmy gets through an awful lot, and he likes me to
order that quilted stuff with aloe vera.

KEITH: Aye well, he can say goodbye Vera and aloe recycled
tracing paper from now on.  Right I'd better get a
clean shirt on - I've an appointment with the bank this
morning to see if I can get an extension on our
overdraft and arrange another loan.  You go through
the rest of these invoices and work out how to save us
some money.  Otherwise, Roaches Coaches is
finished!  Do you understand Carol?  (PAUSE) Carol?

CAROL: Eh aye.

KEITH: You don't sound sure.  Why are you staring at the
door?  Are you waiting on someone?  (PAUSE) Carol?
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CAROL: Yes, yes of course I understand.  You're saying what
we really need is some new blood around the place. 
But don't you worry, I've got us a new driver.

KEITH: What?  No, that's the opposite of what I'm saying, I...

CAROL: I told you!  Willie, Ellen Mackay's boy.  He's down here
from Shetland staying with me and he needs a job.

KEITH: Carol did you not hear what I just said?  I'm nearly
ba... (CLOSE) I'm nearly bankrupt!  I can't afford to
take anyone else on.

CAROL: Come on!  You and Ellen used to be close didn't you?

KEITH: Yeah well that was a long, LONG, time ago before she
moved away.  She broke my heart but I did always
say I would do anything for her.

CAROL: Aye, like give her boy a job.  He's a lovely boy.  And a
very good driver.

KEITH: Hmm.  I suppose if I take him on I could stop paying
that lot overtime.

CAROL: Yes exactly.  That's just what I was about to say.

KEITH: All-right then.  But...

CAROL: Aye?

KEITH: But, I'm only hiring him if I can get this bank loan
sorted out, right?

CAROL: Great I'll bring him in.  (PAUSE) Oh by the way

SFX: RUSTLING OF A CARRIER BAG
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CAROL: Your ex-wife dropped this bag off at mine last night -
she says its your jazz CDs that she hates.

KEITH: Hmph. She took my soul and gave me back my jazz. 
And she gave me the blues.

SFX: RUSTLING OF CARRIER BAG

CAROL: Naw, it's just the jazz I think.  Ella Fitzgerald and Nat
King Cole.  Here.

SFX: TOILET FLUSHING BEHIND CLOSED
DOOR.

KEITH: I'll go and stash them in the car as I've nowhere else
to put them.

SFX: DOOR OPENS, THEN CLOSES.

CAROL: (HUMMING A TUNE)

SFX: DOOR OPENS.

JIMMY: We're out of bog roll Carol.

CAROL: I'm not surprised.  You were in there for ages.

JIMMY: Well I was reading this bus magazine that I found.

CAROL: I wondered why you had your glasses on in the toilet.

JIMMY: Don't you be cheeky.

CAROL: Anyway, don't let Keith see you with that!

JIMMY: How no?

CAROL: He's trying to cut costs.  No more magazines.  No
more fancy toilet roll.  He's been in a right mood since

(MORE)
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Maxine left him.  I've just given him his Nat King Cole
CAROL:

and that's cheered him up a bit.

JIMMY: Whit?  (PAUSE) Jesus, I must have been in there for
ages right enough.

CAROL: What are you talking about?  Right I'm away to get the
computer turned on.

SFX: FOOTSTEPS WALKING AWAY AND AN
INTERNAL DOOR OPENING AND CLOSING. 
FOLLOWED BY METAL DOOR OPENING
AND FOOTSTEPS APPROACHING.

KEITH: (WHISTLES AS HE APPROACHES THEN STOPS
ABRUPTLY) What's wrong Jimmy?  You look a bit
surprised?

JIMMY: Eh, Carol was just telling me she gave you eh...

KEITH: Oh yeah!  Fair cheered me up!

JIMMY: I ken you're going through a rough time and all, but...

KEITH: I told her not to tell anyone!  I know she's normally
useless but when she suggested I get Willie in this
morning I thought no way' but she talked me round.
Just don't tell the rest of the drivers.  I don't want
everyone knowing.

JIMMY: Christ, I don't blame you.

KEITH: OK big man, you'd better get off and do that rail
replacement job.  It'll be busy this morning so take the
double decker.

JIMMY: Right away boss.  I'll just get a coffee first.  Do you
want one?
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SFX: DOOR OPENING

KEITH: No, I'm going to the loo.  (PAUSE) Och, there's no
toilet paper.

JIMMY: Here, use this bus magazine.  Get your money's worth. 
You'll find it's quite absorbing.

SFX: INCIDENTAL MUSIC
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KETTLE IS BOILING, TINNY RADIO NOISE
(LOW) THROUGHOUT.

NARRATOR: We find ourselves in the drivers' bothy: the cosy nook
where our heroes like to prepare themselves for their
arduous day.  At the moment, Kenny, Mags and
Laurence are steeling themselves for a hard day
conveying commuters they hate to jobs the commuters
hate.

SFX: MOBILE PHONE RINGTONE

KENNY: Number unknown - bingo!  Bon joor.  Jim apple Kenny. 
Je swee trez dead sexy and that.  Vooly voo coochy
avec moi the night?  (PAUSE) Oh it's you hen, sorry I
thought it was a wrong number - how come you're not
phoning from the house?

SFX: MUFFLED NOISE OF SOMEONE
SPEAKING ON THE OTHER END OF THE
PHONE.

KENNY: Calm down!  I told you I was working.

SFX: MUFFLED NOISE OF SOMEONE
SPEAKING ON THE OTHER END OF THE
PHONE.

KENNY: Who saw me coming out the student union?

SFX: SPEAKING ON THE OTHER END OF
THE PHONE.

KENNY: Aye, well, that's coz I was rounding up some French
exchange students.  I had to do an all-nighter and take
them down south.
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SFX: SPEAKING ON THE OTHER END OF
THE PHONE.

KENNY: I WOULD have phoned you but it was a last-minute
thing and my phone was out of charge.

SFX: SPEAKING ON THE OTHER END OF
THE PHONE.

KENNY: Aye OBVIOUSLY it's charged again now, I got a
charger from Mags, here.  Oh wait - it's down to one
bar again.  I'll need to go.

SFX: BEEP AS PHONE CALL IS
TERMINATED.

MAGS: I don't know why she puts up with you Kenny - you're
nothing but a liar.

KENNY: Mags, Mags, Mags - it wasnae a COMPLETE lie.  Ah
did have an all-nighter with a wee French student ah
picked up at the uni.  And I did go down south, if you
know what I mean.  Once she got an eyeful of my
tower, I could tell she fancied a bit of amour, so am
o'er there like a shot.  Tell you what though, I'm
knackered this morning though.  What is it the French
say?  Fatigué .  Reminds of you and Laurence: Fatty,
Gay.

LAURENCE: Don't listen to him Mags, he's just a cheating, cheeky
so and so. You're not fat.

MAGS: Thanks Laurence.  And you're not... well, eh...

SFX: DOOR OPENING

KEITH: Morning everybody.

ALL: Morning boss/Morning Keith/Hiya etc.
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KEITH: Everyone, this is William.

WILLIAM: Maarnin' a'.  Fine day o' wadder!  Braw ta meet ye a'. 
Ah wis upliftet when I got da news aboot the wark. 
I'm luking farward to warking we yis.

KENNY: Sorry pal, I've nae idea what you're sayin'.  Are you
Norwegian or something?

WILLIAM: Um fae Funt.  Funt in Shitland.

MAGS: Shitland?

KENNY: Must be next to Pooland

LAURENCE: Is it no near I-Toley?

KENNY: Maybe used to be in the USS Arse until it got expelled.

CAROL: No I think it's up Aberdeen way.

WILLIAM: Dats right!  Shitland.  Narth a' Arkney.

KENNY: Shitland and Arkney?  I know I failed my Geography O'
Grade but...

LAURENCE: Aye, and Maths and English.

KEITH: Can we reign it in a wee bit in front of our new
colleague please?  William, this is Kenny.

KENNY: Hi pal.

KEITH: And Laurence.

LAURENCE: Hiya, smiler.

KEITH: And Mags.
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MAGS: Hello.  I'm Mags, Scorpio, and single and ready to
mingle.

KENNY: Ready for Pringles more like.

KEITH: I'll introduce you to Jimmy when he gets back.  I've got
to rush off for a meeting so, er Kenny - can you take
William out with you today and show him the ropes?

KENNY: Nae bother boss.

SFX: DOOR OPENS.

KEITH: Right see you all later.  Be careful out there.

SFX: DOOR CLOSES.

KENNY: C'mon William, I'll give you tour of the depot before we
go.  Show you where the lavvies are and that.

SFX: DOOR OPENS AND CLOSES.

MAGS: He's lovely!  Do you think he'd go for an older woman?

LAURENCE: Sorry hen, you've got no chance! My Gaydar lit up like
a set of fairy lights when he came through the door. 
These island boys are all the same.  I used to go out
with a guy from Shetland.  He caught crabs.

MAGS: Off you?

LAURENCE: No - for a living.  He worked on the trawlers.  It didn't
last long - I couldn't put up with the fishy smell.  Just as
well I'm not straight eh?

MAGS: He's not gay - no way.  He's just young and
inexperienced.  What he needs is for a mature woman
to take him under her wings.
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LAURENCE: Aye well, there's plenty room under your bingo wings. 
Come on we need to get these buses moving.

SFX: FADE OUT THE BACKGROUND NOISE.
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KETTLE IS BOILING, TINNY RADIO NOISE
(LOW) THROUGHOUT.

NARRATOR: Late morning in the drivers' bothy, and everything
stops for tea.  Or coffee.

MAGS: Hiya Laurence honey.  You want a cuppa?

LAURENCE: Thanks Mags.  Yes please, I'm gasping.

MAGS: Have you heard the latest?  Carol said that Jimmy's
gone and crashed the double decker into a bridge.

LAURENCE: I don't believe it!  Is he OK?

MAGS: Aye he's fine.  Nobody was injured, but the ambulance
was called out anyway.

LAURENCE: Just as well.  The paramedics will need to be on
standby to remove Keith's boot from Jimmy's
backside.

SFX: DOOR OPENS AND CLOSES

MAGS: Brew, Kenny?

KENNY: Yes please.  Laurence, is that you talking about
Jimmy's bum?  No shame you, any hole's a goal eh?

LAURENCE: That's rich coming from you..

MAGS: We were talking about Jimmy driving his bus into a
bridge this morning.

KENNY: Aye we heard.  Carol phoned me.  The dozy old git. 
He's blind as a bat without his glasses.  Mind that time
he sat waiting at the lollipop man for half an hour

(MORE)
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before one of the passengers told him is was just a
KENNY:

guy advertising a golf sale.

SFX: TEXT MESSAGE

MAGS: Well he'll probably be shaken up a bit so never you
mind winding him up about it.

KENNY: As if I'd do that!

LAURENCE: Aye well, Carol's just texted me.  Keith and Jimmy are
on there way in here, and Keith's face is like fizz
apparently.  Keep your heads down.

SFX: DOOR OPENING

KEITH: Have you lot not somewhere to be?  I don't pay you to
sit in here and drink tea all day.  (PAUSE) Honestly! 
Right, I'm away to do some work.  I'll let Jimmy fill you
in on his sterling work from this morning.

SFX: DOOR CLOSING

KENNY: Aye aye, here he is.

MAGS: Alright Jimmy?  Want a cuppa?

JIMMY: Aye hen, thanks.

KENNY: Do you want a wee bar of chocolate to go with that?

JIMMY: Aye, that would be rare.

KENNY: Here

SFX: SOUND OF WRAPPER RUSTLING AS IT
COMES OUT OF POCKET
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KENNY: Your favourite.  A Double Decker.  It's a wee bit
bashed mind.

ALL: Sniggering

KENNY: Be careful when you're chewing it.  Don't want to
damage your bridge.

ALL: Laughter

JIMMY: Shut it ya wee nyaff.

SFX: INCIDENTAL MUSIC
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